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A MAOMI'ICIOT CIVIC SPIRIT.
"Thin u the most magnificent civic

moment I ever saw." said Rabbi
Callech lu^t night, as ho faced the
groat sea of enthusiastic citizens who
filled the Auditorium to the over¬
flowing last night. It was a aconc so

thrilling, so Inspiring nnd :<o splendid
that the printed word cannot picture
it. One of the greatest gatherings
ever held In the city, it was certainly
the most enthusiastic; to the most
okeptlcal it was overwhelming evidence
ot the greatness nnd unanimity of
Richmond spirit. Time after time, be-
arond the counting, the 4,000 or more
citizens present punctuated speakers
und the program with a unanimous
roar of applause or. us one man. cheer¬
ed sentiments of civic pride until the
utcel girders vibrated as if shaken
with tho force of a mighty dynamo.
Alive to tho significance of tho occa¬

sion, tho great throng throbbed visibly
with optimism, and when Business

.. Manager Dubncy, of the Chamber cf
Commerce, at the ond of his speech,

.'offered a resolution afllrmtng tho In¬
tention of Richmond to talk ond work
and tight for their city, the eltisene
flnnhcd to their feet us if by an oloc-
trie thrill and. cheering and applaud¬
ing;, adopted the resolution unanimous-

! !y. The heart of Richmond glowed
and Its spirit stood forth, shining and
uplen-'.id. In all its glory.

It was a representative gathering.
Every section of the city had Its large
delegation there, every business or¬

ganization was there in force, nnd nion
In nil walks of lifo sat side by side
and cheered and applauded together
for Richmond, south Richmond's sub¬
stantial delegation entered tho hall to
the thundering greeting of tho other
citizens ol Richmond that told our
brethren across the James thut they
ire purt and parcel ot Richmond, and
that the Hue that divides is only
imaginary, Drummers and manufac¬
turers, carpenters and cashlors, em¬
ployes and employers sat sldo by
s'.de and nudged cooh other when
jei'-ethlng fine was- said and shook
their hands at each other with n sort
of "I told you Richmond was the best
city In the country" expression. One
tiling that impressed a close observer
wu.i that a great proportion of the
Citizens present seemed to be men h :-

low the point of middle age.the, young
m«n who are Just entering or have
but lately entered the sphere of cit¬
izenship, tho generation who must s,.i"::
have in hand the welfare <>t the city.

U'hut a scene it was! Mugs and (
banners and bunting everywhere, j
color and light and loveliness! in tho I
.bright background, the hundreds of!
high r.chool girls in white dresses and
the b-ys In their Sunday-go-to-meotln' j
..1... .cs>. slnglitfT' with, nil their might
about their"-' cW>',° with the audience
comlti In like thunder oh tile swing- j
Jng choruses. Over thorn nil tho do-
vice of Richmond's rising run witn i
..1012" beneath it, Hanked on all sides!
V.-ith optimistic slogans and boosting
tanners. And the audience, who can
describe it? Eager, smiling faces; be¬
lieving faces. Nowhere n vacant fen:
and a wall of standing room in Iho
rear. A word of hope for Richmond;!
a word of belief; un expression i>f faith
In the city, and the assemblage was

.lectrie w.lth enthusiasm, :ib if an in¬
visible- wire connected all and a enr-
rent had he-en sent through it by the
.'orlting buck of a lever!

Elsewhere la detailed tth account --t

what the speakers said Every one .r
(hem was warmly applauded and In¬
terrupted by tumultuous manifesta¬
tions of approval, for tho message of
tttu-h was optimistic, eonlldent, con¬
structive, unreserved. Mr. Cnrrlng-
ton's Introductory rehiurks: Mayor
Richardson's words as presiding ofticu";
Henry U Cttbelrs superb exposition .>;

the past and present causes nl 11 leb-
mond's growth and Ricliiiioiid's possi¬
bilities; ^V. T. bubnoy's picture of the
city's future and ids enumeration Kit
the great advantages and Industries it
has and tho.-it- that are coming; Rabbi
Callsc's eloquent review .i m.. civic
ilulles of Richmond citizens a::d iii.--
beautiful vision of the city n.s H willH>e, and Ex-Governor Montngiie'i;
stlrrlnir tribute- to Richmond lioiues
and their hiflueiicii.nil these- called
forth the unanimous und ringing ap¬
proval or tin- people. The music and
die sinking and the "stunts'' wore Jiisi

ly executed and surpassingly appro-

Tin purade, which preceded the exer¬
cises i the Auditorium, wits un Im-
prcsslvti pageant, and more than £,000
men by mar-chlng In the long line
showed that they believe |h Richmond
snd are willing to work for It. Coun-
cilmen and eity officials, business inen
In unnumbered lines. commercial
travelers, marched tip Richmond's groat
white way, keeping step im martlivl
music.-on inthuslnstlc army of Rlcli-
moii'l I'Oosveis, boosting bec-duso they

beltovc. It meant a great donl.that
marching line, for It typified Rich¬
mond's progross, striding forward US
the city is striding forward, keeping
'.right dress" with prosperity and
push.
What was the great lesson of nil

this splendid demonstration? Why
was It different from all the other
great gatherings that have assombled
hero In the past deendo? TIiIh: the
4,000 and more people hist night who
gathered In the City Auditorium or
the ",000 who tramped along the
streots beneath thu banners of opti¬
mism came together for no sclllsh pur¬
pose, but solely because they love their
city, believe in their city and are cugor
to show it. There was nothing sel¬
fish about that great meeting; nobody
had any string to pull. To individuals
attendance last night meant no per¬
sonal mntorlal gain, but, like a tldo
that sweeps up the shore, they came
po.urlnc out to show to the world that
Riehl nil's cltIsens stand together for
a gro-.tor Richmond. With a spirit
like t lint so plentcously manifested
last night. Richmond will march on¬
ward, forward and upward, until <t
stands full-Staturod among the greatest
eitles of the republic.

LA I'OLLETTK AND MlttilMA.
We had not thought that Senator Lai

Follotlo would so soon and 80 effect¬
ively show the great gulf that is fixed
between himself and democracy such
us we know democracy to be In Vir¬
ginia.
When the distinguished and earnest

.Senator from Wisconsin, in the cOurBOi
of hlc efforts to secure the presidential
nomination, remarks that ail the
strength Of the Democratic: party In'
the South is tho aristocracy, and then
continues: "The Southern Democrat do-
splses alike the poor white und the
negro, and that Is not a sentiment that
makes for popular government," he
Blves an absolutely satisfactory dem¬
onstration that he Is not tho kind of
candidate who can muko headway in

the South. This is not because the
South Is narrow and Ignorant. The
trouble with the South. In Senator l,a
Foltotie's opinion. Is that the people of
this broad section of the country havcj
certain old-fashioned Ideas of morality
und government, that even "progress-j
Hive" perorations from Wisconsin havcj
failed to destroy. In the South wc have
not been cruelly oppressed by the cor¬

rupt alliances between corporations
and Legislatures that, drove Senator L*i
Follotta to desperation and incidentally
to office.

When the Senator thunders; "It Is
necessary to establish the Initiative and
referendum and the recall to make this!
government truly representative,'1 his]
voice lulls on deaf ears as soon as it,
crosses the Votonuie. Take, for In¬
stance, the horrible case of South Car¬
olina, with its unspeakable Governor,
no amount of initiative, referendum or

recall would serve to lighten the burden
on that unfortunate Commonwealth.
Cole Wense Is in power hecuuse the
people wanted him, mid for that Very
good reason he will bo kept In power!
until the people change their mind. In
making the Initiative, referendum and
recall n final test of honest support ot
popular government. Senator La Fol-
Icttc has raised a banner that awak¬
ens ic responsive thrill In the South,
not even his ridiculous declaration that
the South "despises tho poor white ami
the negro".u charge which wa» doubl-'
los« bused on his reading "Undo Tom's
Cablii".will serve to drive constitu¬
tional Democrats into the Progressive
wing "f the Republican party.
Undoubtedly Senator Lai Follctto's

doctrines represent a strong sentiment
and a deep-seated demand, else ho never'
would have reached the position of em-
Inehce and distinction which he now,
hob'1- Hut ill:, real Improvements have
beer, made ..long line.-, which are as old
as morality Itself und are as applicable'
to conditions In the aristocratic South!(as even Senator l-i Kollette found thorn
to l>. in what he would doubtless cni!
the democratic Northwest,
On the matter of a direct primary

law, a railroad commission bill, a gen-
oral public utilities law. n conserva¬
tion of Ihe water power "f the. State.

I canalized taxation lust and liberal'
I vOmpt-nsallpn for laboring men who arc
hurt in the performance of their duties,
land a clear appreciation of the uttor
Injustice and Immorality of the protec¬
tive tariff an it is now administered.

1 these rirc some of the fields In which
l.u nilette has made himself strong
and h- lpful to Wisconsin, anO Ihose are
fields which concern and touch tho
South Like many another politi.ui
lender, tin: vigorous .Senator from Wis¬
consin believe.-- that he .has discovered
a panacea and insists that all tue world
ligreo with him or be written dOWll as

knaves and traitors. The Senator P.
enthusiastic lind aggressive, but lie will
yet Ihe i.. learn that knowledge. Was
jiot I urn w ith him und will not perish
with hi- taking off. lie may even live
to Icum that tiie allst..-ratio .South in
its adherence to tried und tcttttitl prlii-
Iplei oi goyernmoiit i- performing ii

greater service to thin country than
till the prophets of all tin- new political
We trust wo «Iii not hope too much

..; Si tiHlor i*i L'olletto's jpoivur* of men-

J t.iiom.i \ Coxviots «>:% i tii: i»t u-
i.n n< \ii*.

] In u few yenr« C'cOI'glh '...III huvoI the best roads in the South, lutcofil-
'.ng to the" opinion of those who art;
familiar with the progress that His to
Is making in road construction. Tho

j roads there will e<nm! the best in the
N'-rth when the present plan of work

[nan been curried out. Vet a few years

In
fi>. Gept'glll n.i.,1; w, re | |nj uulHl ,IU
found any win io.

Tin. marvelous cl itigi ie the result

of tho ubolltloi, of tho convict loaso
system, now system has been os-

tablln^Td. whorcby all prlsonors have
been placed upon tho roads. Tho pco-
pic. Instead of private Individuals and
corporations, now get tho benefit of
convict labor.
Tho Atlanta correspondent of tho

Btrtnlnsiium Age-Herald says that
"Never wns thero a chahgo, aftoetlng

an ontlro Stnto, which so soon nnd so
thoroughly vindicated itaelf. Prohi¬
bition and other inovemrntB huvo re¬
ceived their share of pralso and of
blame. Thero havo In the majority
of Instances been the visual sporadic
efforts to revert to past condition*.
Not so In the convict matter. Georgia
Is thoroughly satisfied with the way
things tiro working. The system liar,
proven to bo the wisest that man could
devise."
The new system hau stimulated in¬

terest In the good roads movement; It
has u.nde traveling over the State
pleasant, where before It was almost
perilous. I
County artet- county has taken up

the good roads fight, and many of
them have exhibited much rivalry In
road construction. Where tho first
year f the new system thero wore
hardly more than half tho counties
that took their pro tata share, now

only eight counties, are not working;
the convlets, and their roads are being
worked by other counties. The dc-M
niand for convicts every year Is Tar j
greater than tho supply.
The law under which tho convicts

ore now working was passed in 100S,
und the system went Into effect in
March. 11)01». with the explrntion of the
old l«nso contraots. Uoforc the pas¬
sage of tho law tho eonvlotB had been
sold out every five years to coul mines
and lumber camps und other private
enterprises. Tho men brought any¬
where from J100 a year up to about j
}Z00. This gnvc the State a large
income, and that was- one of tho ren-
rons why the now system was bit¬
terly fought.
The appeal for a change became too

great, however, and following the leg-
iFlntlve investigation, which showed j
a horrible state ot things In Georgia
convict affairs, the Legislature was
called upon to act. Time parsed and
nothing was accomplished at the reg-
ular sesElon ot the Legislature. Gov-
ernor Smith then called an extra »es- |slop, tho flrst in many years, and it
passed a law doing away with the
lease system.
The law now In effect provides- for j

the abolttlon of the old system and for |
puttlr.g all the convicts on the roads,
giving A, pro rata share to each coun¬
ty. t;1(i old and tnc feeble were put
on the prison farm, where also lift;-'
able-bodied men could be used. It was
furthe- provided that in case all the
convicts were not taken by the coun¬
ties which might refuse, owing t.i the
cost of maintaining tliem, then ad¬
joining counties misht take the share
or any one county and agree to work
the roads of that county. Or if there
were many left over, even then, other
counties or municipalities Wanting
more than their pro rata cödld secure
them Finally it was provided that
convicts could bo leased out for :i

period of one. year under special con¬
ditions, if, after nil the counties and
municipalities had been supplied, thero
wrre any left.
From the start all the convicts xvero

taken. It has never been necessary'
to lease any of them under the lost
provision detailed above. Fulton coun¬
ty, the county in which Atlanta I«
located, for Instance, wanted a number
greatly In excess of Its proportion oven
tho llrst year, but had to be content
with -i shore plus li few more. lOnch
year counties have come to realize tho
value of convict,-' for road work, and
this year the chances are that there
will not be n ?lnglo county not work¬
ing its own men.

The .State, of course, disposes of the
felony convicts. The counties take
charge of the misdemeanor convicts,
though the .Slate, has supervision ov-^r
those as well. There are about ."..Out)
convicts In Georgia, about half mis¬
demeanor und half felony offenders.
Many counties have held speclul bond

issue elections to securo more money
for road work. De Kalb county, for
example, has called a special election!
within a short time for a bond Issue
of JHeO.OOO for good roads hlone. There
are many other like cases.
The Stale hires the wardens, the

guard/ and the Inspectors. These turn
nr.- made responsible lor the ear,- nnd
treatment of the prisoners.
The only drawback in the system

fir has boon Hie number of escapes
thnt have been tniulc. This; however,
is a small Item in comparison to the
large number of convicts employed.
The Georgia Prison Commission s.-iy.-,:j with reference to the use of convicts

in tills way: j"In the past few years hundreds of
miles ot good rOitds have be.-n made;
Which have proved a blessing to Ilm
pi-op'..- und to tho .State, 'liiere- are
now, and have been for the past two
yours, about f.,0oo convicts at work
upon th< public roads.
"During the pus I year about $a\000.-

000 has been spent by Georgia li, in-,-
proving her roiuU und buttering hoi-
highwaysI "Thf various county omuilssionci's
in Georgia um much Interested In rand
wor); nnd, as the months puss, ihOy
gain In experience, and Ii Im only aI<luestioti of time when our good old1 Strife of Georgia Will lead the entire
Culled State-; in the mutier of good
roads and splendid highways.
-Tho Prison Co titmission s relationshave been pleilsunl in the extreme with

the county commissioners in the var|<
dtis count ies. and this commission ha*
aiwa; been ready to aid the good'
v.-«rk I any way possible,"

I Tiie Prison Commission ha., person-
ally Inspected the majority of the
camps and has found most of them

j In good condition und the health of tho
p: Isotiura excellent.
ITho expenses of the syst* :,, have been
"very mO'll Jt." The Utute spent i ll-

In«; tho lost year $112.000 on tho con¬
victs. This amount Is largely the re¬
sult of tho necessity of curing for
feobic and diseased convicts and for
tuberculosis patients. Each county
cares for practically all tho expenses
of tho men working its roads, with
tho exception, of course, of prison war¬
dens, inspectors, and other salarlos, of-
flco accounts of tho commission' and
other .ncldontal exponses.
Tho situation In Virginia has been

In many respects Identical with that
In Georgia. The timo hus coroo when
our people demand that convict labor
be used for public benollt, not.privat©.
The experience of a ststor southern
Stuto Is, therefore, illuminating for us
at this period. Perhaps the General
Assembly will not follow tho Georgia
plan Jn Its entirety, but tho prlnclplo
sought to he established la tho same
In both cases.

Voice of the People
Vr. Tnylor'n Meditations nt Monumental,To tho Editor of Tho Tlnics-Dlspatch:
Sir,.On the night of the 26th of

December 1 attended the services at
Monumental Church, which commemo¬
rated the burning of the Richmond
Theatre 10U years ago. Thcso services
Impressed mo deeply, solemnly and
reverently, and so I look Into my heart
and write.
The horning of the thoatre was a

topic very familiar In Richmond some
thirty years after the tragedy oc¬
curred, when I was a small child. It
was very much talked about In my
own home, whore. Indeed, wo had a
kind of connection with It through the
agency of the apparition of one of tho
victims, which. It w03 asserted, had
appeared ro an inmate of our house. 1
have "olsewhcro told the story of the
vision, which at that time was fully
believed In by mq. and which awfully
lnvpress.M mc. Thero was also a book
In the library of my Sunday school en¬
titled, "A Volco from Richmond," whose
theme was this calamity, and which I
rend with absorbing Interest.

I was a very little boy when one
night 1 suddenly met r woman on fire
rushing past me out of an all-ay. The' 1
slsht paralysed mc, and 1 remained
rooted to the spot till she was brought
back fatally burnt; it whs something i
never to be forgotten. Hvon at this
distant day 1 can nt any time recall the
scene of the roaring whirls of name
lightlag up the darkness, and the
shrieking woman, her elazlng arms
outstretched In vain appeal to heavepan,) earth, since then. a; coroner. Ihave seen great numbers of persons,chiefly women and children, who havebeen destroyed by fir-. No death* arc
more distressing. Tue sight of thecharred, disfigured and odorous bodyi;. peculiarly oppressive, and it awak-
ens the profouudest pity and sorrow.
It was not unnatural, then, as I satin the church on the memorial night. !deeply moved by tho solemn exercises,that I was able vividly to evolve therrlghtful scenes of the burning thea¬
tre, and that n.fter I had retired to
bed my sleep was broken be medita¬tion upon them. Ho-w marvelous isthe human mind, miraculously oblo to
unite the prssent and t.he past, to re-animate the dead, and wring out tear.-ifor sorrows vanished and gone thfse|hundred years!

I could have wished that the services,beautiful, affecting und eminently ¦re-llvsluiis as they most appropriatelywere, had taken Bomewhat inure n'-iticc of the human side of the calamity.It should not r.o overlooked thatthough Heaven, for an Inscrutable rca-Is.n. withhold Us help, earthly sym-iputhy und succor were not wanting,No doubt ,,t that dreadful time there!
was displayed much of the frailty of
poor human nature, overwhelmed bythe appalling vision of Imminent death,and unable to do anything that didnot make f,ir solf-preservation. Rut '
there was, besides, much of heroic'of-j[fort, of devotion Hint doiie.s inevitable Idoom, and of the other virtues thatsanctify humanity and put .crowns of jglory on lowly heads. Accounts ofthat awful night havo come to uswhich tell of the mother's undyinglove for. her child, of man's readinessto give his life for woman, of thevaliant doctor who did his work Ofrescue mi he himself was banteiidown and disabled, of the noble colored
man who caught In his arms tho burn-in,; men and-.women leaping from thewindows. Let us not forget the doersof these deeds, and In our worship ofth. great Creator, let us especiallypraise Him for tout, while. lie hasdeemed It lit to itnict Ills creatureswith many Imperfections, lie y.jt ha:; '
mercifully bestowed upon thcin attrl-I[butc's that are divine.
Our ancestors looked on the calamityas a judgment from ITenVcn and a:punishment for the sins of the people,and they erected tt church, not solelyas a memorial, hut also, in some sense.for nn atonement. No monument couldmore fitly express the prevailing feel- Jlug. It was nn opinion then widelyheld Hint to attend a theatre was iiwicked action. This opinion was maul- jfested everywhere, at home and .abroad. In the comments on the calam.Ity, and it was the basis .if the littleSunday school book I havo mentioned,I believe that nowadays most of ustake a more charitable, or at least amodified view, Mayor Richardson. Inhis nddrcs? at the memorial macting, jshowed his kindly nature by placingthe victim..; in comparison with those I

upon whom the tower of Silo.mi fell,and whom the Master declared were jnot sinners above all other dwellersin tin- city. And the '.Mayo,- touched
on the mighty problem, Why nr. suchdreadful evils permitted to nflllct thoworld?

It is a problem which men of everytri .1 havo pondered.Pagan, .lew and I

Abe Martin

io'i thinit o' a ihQU&an' thingswhile
you're loa fin' that never occurred f
you wli.-n you hod ii good Job. Miss:
'.'awn Mp'ptiicttt says she'd jlst nrleiive git a newspaper, cllppln' us a
tyjx written letter.

HOME FROM COLLEGE FOR THE HOLIDAYS
_By John T. McCutcheon._

Copyright: lilt; Br John T McCutcheon.J

Christian.a til none has ever given ]
any but a ftitllo answer. The cultured
unbeliever of modern times, equipped
with the vast stoves of accumulated
knowledge u:id Up. wondrous resources
of the science of our day, and, what
is more, allowed to think and to ex¬
press his thoughts unmolested by Ir¬
resistible power, has also faced the
problem, lie has not Indeed attempted
to solve it. for he knows that by him.
through the instrumentalities he can

employ,-it is insoluble. The tnsst he
considers himself able lo make of It
is that bh?rc are certain laws appoint¬
ed to control the scheme *>f things,
that the.se laws are Inexorable, lind
that they are inflexibly obeyed. One
of those laws, he finds, is that when
it light..! lamp 1;; applied to a mass of.I
liiflainhiable canvas, the canvas will
surely lake lire and burn, and that the
combustion Itself Is likewise governed
by inexorable laws, »ml that the burn-
inp mass will Inexorably burn ?r
otherwise Injure whatever vulnerable
thins is in Its way. lie also ?ee.» that
it seems to bo indifferent, so far as
the law is concerned, whether It Is
Saint l-'aul or Judas Iscnrtot who has
applied the lamp.Uta result It the
same.only, it" Saint Pan) be a lame
man, ass Is 1 exported of him, it will be
worse for the sulnt than for the s!n-
net. Indeed, as well as the Inquirer
can understand thess laws, they are
not In tne leaM inllucnced *.iy personal
creed or conduct. The playgoers of a
century ago. sinner:; us Ihty were
thought to be, and In oar Hme the
thousand little Protestant Sunday school
worshipers on the steamer Slocuni, nnd
the company of little Catholic girls
adorning the gauzy 'image of the Virgin,
their peculiar patroness, all had the
same horrible fate.all -perished help¬
lessly by fire.
An for nie, approaching the majestic j

mystery in til] reverence, t feel that I
can comprehend no more than this of |God's ways of dealing with His uni- J
verse. There Are laws given by HIm
to what we call lifeless matter no liRK'l
stringent tnr.n those given to living
matter, nnd whatever may bo believed
as to n-.an'., obedience to moral 1-iws,
God's physical laws re. by material
things at ar.y rate, sacredly obeyed.!
Reflecting on this a= I sat with many i
others unde." tha massive gallery r.f jthe church, I realized that had the
workmen who long ago constructed it,
wittingly or unwittingly, vit illv in-
fractod the law of gravitation n.e !t
was at this inoriient operating, there
would even now be another tragddy on
this spot, such as had occurred from a
like infraction sixty -ears aft'.- the
burning of the theatre, at our Cipüol. I
An Intensely pathetic oharaeteristit

of the church Is Its profound reliance |
on Cod. It is indeed a characteristic I
that deserve^ lo be culled ftihllm?, Itj
i" not peculiar to Christianity, tut
Christianity has developed and prac¬
ticed it beyond nil other religion*.
Through ail the church's history, from
the days of unquestioning hellet' to
these of widespread skepticism, i*s fly
out of the utmost depths lias eve" he---n.
"Though Ho slay nie, yet will f tvi.nt
in Him." Trie feeling I.- grandly tx-
prosscd in its noble hymns. "O, God, our
heli> in ages- past." "Tho-.i v.'iM Ihr It-
Hock, their Fortress, and their Mlßht,"
and In Luther's Psalm,
"A sftfo stronghold our r; »l u sHll,
A trusty shield an,] Wiapon,"
The Christian people of Itlshniond,

amid devastating war nnd wasting po-'-
t'K.iice, and wh?n fiery destruction had
swept away Uiclr döir «st, "tnd

'

God's
own face was averted from them, never
lost their (rust In Mini. Some of their
trustful hj mns, roll of pathos, full of
melody, full of sweetness, they snug
.hi lite memorial night. ari unbeliever
Who chanced lo be among them, unless
he was hopelessly unfeeling, could
itcnrccly have refrained from longing
for a faith so strengthening, so eoni-

forlinit, ;And as the glorious music
lo hoi veil, softening nhd blessing

itlm as it lloa'ted on-, though perhaps
i,. .odd not quite say, "lord, 1 be¬
lieve," it might'be that there would
well up from his swelling heftrt tho
reverent aspiration, "Help thou hilno
uiibi ii. r" \vm. Ii- taylor:
January l. 1512.

La Marquise de Fontenoy
THERE 1« an American end to the

disasters which have lately over¬
taken Sir Prfedd'rtek Johnston.-,
classmate of Hdward VII.. his

most Inilmato friend throughout tho
whole of his life, famous clubman for
bn!f o.conlury, winner .of the Derby

in JS83 und IS31. and now shown, byproceeding* In tne Court of Cliuncory,to bo but.-, insane und ruined, tin'
«hole or nis otiu time immense tu: .

Inno und vast estates, which rendered
nun one of the richest baronets inEngland, having been squandered,deeded away, or ao mortgaged', tnutLn'c utmost difficulty h.ia been axporl- |II need in obtaining a temporary ul-jilowanco of $130 *i week fur his suit-jibli care and maintenance.Tho American end. to this tragedy.'for it is nothing else, is the fact that
a considerable portion of his landed
property t:> situated In this country,
part of it having hern acquired*bj SjrFrederick's great - grandfather, Com1nodore George .lohnstoue, who wasBritish colonial Governor ot I'lorldu,after the latter had been given to the
English lu return for the restorationof Cuba, the commodore marrying an
Airicxtean heiress of lite name ot
Charlotte, fee. The remainder of the
.American property -of eiir Kredorickciimc to him through Hie commodore's
..Irtrr brother, the fifth baronet, Sir
William Johnatone. by the latter']marriage with Francos Pulteney'',heiress of Daniel Pulten..y, who was
not only this cousin, but also the .c.r.lcfIn ir. Of William Pulten.-y, Carl of
Bath. It is, indeed, from this PlllteneyEarl of Hath that the. Now York townof Hath takes its name.

Ir> 13'0 much of the landed propertypi Sir Frederick Johnstonc In the Stateof New Vork was advertised for sale.Hut It was generally understood that,owing to the Impossibility of obtain-lug fair prices, sir Frederick's agentscontented themselve'j with Vuortgaglhgthe property up to its very hilt. SirWilliam JohnstoneV American estatesIn th" latter part of the eighteenth cen¬
tury amounted to considerably over amillion acres, Consisting largely ofgrants by the English crown to thePulteneys, especially to William Pul-. -ncy, Earl of Hath, who had a per¬fect passion for money, and who made
use of the favor which he enjoyed ohthe part of Queen Anne, of George I.,Mid of George Tl.. each of whom lieserved'ns Secretary of state, to obtainthese concessions of American lurid.Under the circumstances. It Is notastonishing that Sir William John-atone, whose nephew and heir was'thegrandfather of the present and eighthholder of tho Johnstonu bafohetoy,houhl have hcer. accounted the rich¬
's' mail 'ot the tfrltlih rcmpjre.
No one dreamt that all this greatfortune, still further Increased by John

Johns tone, who commanded Lord Clive'sartillery at tho battle of Plnssey,amassing great wealth In India by thefamiliar process of "shaking thoPagoda tree," had been In late years so
squandered and alienated, by sale, bytrIft and by mortgage, as to leave SirFrederick penniless, and completelydestitute, until the oilier .lay, wlieiihis intimate and lifelong friend. Henrychaplln. M. P.. Minister of Agriculturein the last Salisbury Cabinet, andwidower of the sister >>f the presentbüke of Sutherland, was appointed bythe courts to bo bis guardian in hin-:
acy. The object ..r the appointment
wus to rescue some vestige of the
sebtuaireharlan baronet's Property from Ithe hands of more or less boha-flde icreditors, who had taken advantage ot iills failing menial faculties to Inducehi in to deed to them every remainingh'» "f his fortune. In order; as thev ex¬plained to hint, to avert his being;gazetted as a bankrupt.

'.¦ -t of lhri matter is that SirFrederick, who enjoys fhe rare dls- jUnction of having been a baronet Jfrom the moment of his advent Into
tlie world, since lie and his twinbrother. Colonel Georsc f familiarlyknown a.-: "Doddy"! Jotinstone, wore
¦. lie.: months after their father
had been killed by .1 fall from ills
horse, had lived In such complete re¬
tirement for several years past that
bis fbrrfior cronies, and even his reln-|lives, had wholly lost sii;M of him. I

The? heart! of hi* departure every falifor a cruise In th West Indies, withhis wife. Laura, Countess of Wilton
on board the big steam yacht Murous-alH, which in hud purchased from theDuku of Orliuns, md hi.- urtlvni,near Baxter, at I. .Nid. his beautifulvilla ut Monte O.rlo. where ho re¬main. .] unill rjtilto late In the seaaonSome-of hit relativ r. lnd--d. l.limu hl.«wife, widow of tie fourth Barl olWilton, and whotil he. io the uiniz'-inont of all is fu nd*, married quit.Unexpectedly ,in l-vo. for having cuthim off from all Intercourse with h!.-kin.*folk and frien i-.

It had b en expected for some timepast that hi* dcati would -lead to nil.-mrt:; of legal proceedings Oh the partof Ms twin brother, Colonel "noddy'John'stone. In coptn ttloti with the die-position of hl> property. Utit not evenColonel JohtiHtonc droamt. until a fewtve-aktj ago. that tnoro would i ibuhl;be tio prci'eity to leave, mid that til.*brother-hid bueOuie, If neu Insane, at
.im rate Itubecilo,
The actions at law which would, fin¬der other circumstances, have been dlayed until Sir Frederick's dciht*c, have

already been Inauu rated. Henry Chap¬lin, the judicially tippdlnted trustie Iii
tin-icv of the bare:,fit. endeavoring lit'olijnnetion with cdonel Jöhtütone.tcflist of all act atlde all the deeds of
gift signed bJ" Sir Frederick, on the
ground tli.it they wer: obtained b."Uridue Influence, .uni thai he was hoi
:i po»ifit»K.«lon of hi si reason when lieaftlyed- hi. nninc t leveto. The saip«eas will be advanced in connictloti

i: .1 the cxtcaordfliarlly numerous
Tiortgagca which h was persuaded to
negotiate, and an iccouritlfiK will berisked for the motte thUs raised; TheInvestigation win .\tend t« the sale*of his landed estates', the purpor-thereof, and tho dl'posal of the fund,
thus obtilned. Ind- od. we are on the
ovo-of-u cause ctlebro, entailing also
legal proceedings III the United State
concerning Sir Frederick's financial and
real estate transactions !n this conn
try, and which mr. have the rosü'.l
of lodging some people In jail. In hold¬
ing up to public] obloquy others, and III
tin: rescue of at least a portion of Hi-
-r\rk of thejoncu c-lebratciUrulterieJohns-tone fortune, for.;.the benatUthe now totally des Itute and lunali--
baronet, lUld for taut of Ills tw.lnhrothi and next heliV-Coloriöl "Doddj'7.Tohustone. The lalter's daughter, onher marriage to Eric llnrbord, nephswof Lord SUflleld, and grandson of theIVuke of 'iraftoti, ;rst September, at
Cowes, received from Queen Alexandra,
in lieu of the customary nieca of jewoh v. a check ior a thoiisaha'guineas;
a fart which attract" d much attention
and create,) some curiosity; It wduld
now. Recording to recent developments
nppear that Queen AI -xandra had someInkling of the condition of the John-
storie affairs, and reiilzed that tho Sir]might have to wall a very long timefor imy llnshclal assistance; from he"

inj .vonld flnd a cheek more usr-fit! than any jew-1.
),-reHeriek Johnstons, and In hisdefault, c done] Doildy Johnstone. are

claimants to the dormant Scotch Mar-
qulsate ..i Annandalf. The claim war
itroto'-iitefl before the Committee of
Privileges of the House of Lords, both
by sir Frederick and by his father be¬
fore him. Hut. although si.- Frederick
is- indisputably heir male of the John-
stone Marquesses of Annandale, the
-latent of the mar-nr- it- states that it
lr heritable by the "heirs male whatso¬ever," and the committee lias decline-!
In each Instance to grant any decis¬
ion, ow|hg to the differences or opin¬ion as to the construction to be placed.noil the word.; '.'hell's mals whatso¬
ever."

Sir Frederick was ,.. ,,f the judicial-
lv declared guilty i-respondents in
the celebrated Moria int divorce case,
mid is tio- hsad of \ family that can
trace back Us descent in an unbroken
male lino for over twelve hundred
vea rs.
(Copyright, l!U2, by the Brenlwopd

Company.)
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